
  

Ray Mabus is the 75th United States Secretary of the Navy and leads America's Navy and 

Marine Corps. 

 

As Secretary of the Navy, Mabus is responsible for conducting the affairs of the Department of 

the Navy, including recruiting, organizing, equipping, training, and mobilizing.  Additionally, he 

oversees the construction and repair of naval ships, aircraft, and facilities, and is responsible for 

the formulation and implementation of policies and programs consistent with the national 

security policies established by the President and the Secretary of Defense.   Secretary Mabus is 

responsible for an annual budget in excess of $160 billion and leadership of almost 900,000 

people. 

 

Upon assumption of office and throughout his tenure, Mabus has prioritized improving the 

quality of life of Sailors, Marines, and their families.  He has also directed the Navy and Marine 

Corps to change the way they use, produce and acquire energy, setting aggressive goals that will 

move the Navy and Marine Corps to use at least 50% alternative energy no later than 2020.  

Secretary Mabus has improved the acquisition process within the Department, and has stressed 

Navy and Marine Corps leadership in development of unmanned systems. 

 

In June 2010, as an additional duty, Mabus was appointed by President Obama to prepare the 

long-term recovery plan for the Gulf of Mexico in the wake of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  

His report, "America's Gulf Coast: A Long-Term Recovery Plan After the Deepwater Horizon 

Oil Spill" was released in September 2010. The report was met with broad bi-partisan support. 

  



  

Before his appointment, Mabus served in a variety of leadership positions. From 1988 to 1992, 

Mabus served as Governor of Mississippi, the youngest elected to that office in more than 150 

years.   Mabus served as Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from 1994-1996 and later 

was Chairman and CEO of a manufacturing company.  

 

Secretary Mabus is a native of Ackerman, Mississippi, and received a Bachelor's Degree, summa 

cum laude, from the University of Mississippi, a Master's Degree from Johns Hopkins 

University, and a Law Degree, magna cum laude, from Harvard Law School.  After Johns 

Hopkins, Mabus served in the Navy as an officer aboard the cruiser USS Little Rock. 

 


